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Since the age of 10, John Whitman, now
47, has been completely consumed by the
legend and the romance behind the
“unsinkatle” Titanic, the ocean liner that
sruck an iceberg an 18 matden yoyage In
1912, sending 1300 people to the bottom of
thic Atlantic, There lawve boon worss mar-
giene disasters, bul none has achioved the
mythological status of the Titanic, whose
apocalypile ending has entranced milllons
for decares,

And that goss doubly o Whitman, who
beirs cleviored years of his life to memorizng
every fioed ol the tragedy. He has 1raveled
thae wogld :Ta..klng dowmn every available
artifzct bee can lay his harmds on, bringing
them home to Stdney, Ohio, Unull recently,
mach of the menvorakbilia was housed in the
litanic Memornal Museum surrounded by a
<ea of comn o the Garmlands ouwtside Sadiey.
I'fue e was the anly one in the world
dedicated tohe trapedy, and nearly $06, 000
|'|-|_'|_!i:l|l“' Troam 1% coumntries had made ;*.'-I;gwlm-
ages there since the doors opened (n 19846,

Im .-'I.T\-nl_ homwever, Whitman closed the
s, clisgustid by wilat e perocived a8
Lk of voopeeration from the lecal cormme-
nity and the state of Ohio’s Department of
Travel and Tourism. Especially galling to
bk wias thelr eefusal o erect a sign on 175
near the Sidney exit. “They sald we needed
a minlmum of IO visitoss a year 1o put
ups & sign,” Whitmnan said, “Hell, i I'd had
Z00.000 people a yvear, [ wouldn't have
evereledl a skgn!®

He has merged his collection with thatof
HhAS THanle, the owmiers of ibems $-||'l.".1-5i'l:|-
from the wreck several vears ago. Slarting in
Cholober, the combined oollection will make
a world wour and eventually will 1 perma-
nenthy housed in Mew York, BMSTitanic has
setalimed Wihtrman a3 a comdialiant,

Whitman ks planning to stav in Sidney
vinatel he finlshed a Thante “theme park.” o
1912 vintage Eurcpean village rellecting the
many places from whicls the Tilanke's pas.
sengers hailed, He envisions the village as
ore full of shopr and hames, all authentic to
11T [h:rm-e!. and all amehow related to the
Titanic.

i'tl.rrrml}"_ Ehug ".".I'I:l:._.;r COFLaking a pI.I'L'I. L
cream pailor. doctors office, hardwarestoze,
printee’s office, a sewsstand, Bank of 5ot
land. real estate and atoey's offices, and
roge, Whitman is guick to poant ot that S0
percent of the Tikank's passengers were im-
migrants, not the glamorms upper cnust
popularieed in film versbons, He feels %
important for people ko learm what the Euge-
prans left belingd amd benked forvand toin
comming w0 the Mow Wald,

He has lofy goals far his oolectically con-
ceved village. Polnging wo a stamd of trees on
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the horizon, he declarss it will someday be
engullcd by his 1912 metropalis.

He begulles ks Lsveners with the legenad's
myslique, Whitman enjoys the religious
component of thestory —Lhe posafdiiy that
it was 2 divine judgment, a panishmens fiar
the effeontery of declaring the dwip
unsinkzble. [n tis last momenis, the Litamnic,
going down by the baw, raised up porpen-
dicular o the water and hung thene, sus-
pended, for neardy five minutes, *Tike a giant
finger palnting a1 the heavens and saying
‘God, thy will be done,™ Whitrman said. “1
know IP'mi obsetsed " he admits, *17m baild-
ing an entire own dedicated 1o the Titanlc.

1 guiess vy cosld call 1t a historcallysteri.
cal codlision.”

with all the mantacal energy of a revival
preadher, ke will rattle off every conccivable
fact about the Tranic—the nuanber of gal
Lagis of palme LU toabk o cover [, The number
of pets saved in the lifsbaats, even the nom-
ber of eggs that went down with the ship. He
citesseldomeheard slans tbes such asthe speed
in mlles por hour that the jceleng had been
moving, makieg him believe it was the ice
betg that strack the Titanic and not the
other wiy arcundd,

Whitmnan's own art works are displayed
in the muscum zlong with every concely-
able book and magazine aricle on the sub-
ject, movie posters and stills of the Holly-
wood sagas blueprlnis, models, and even a
Titanic CI and “Raiwe the Titanic™ board
e ble has constoscted dloramas deplct-
ing the size of the ship compared o the
lceheez and sel up a series of Clocks witl
hands frozen (o time the Iu-':r PUVETLLS du::lﬂg
the twn Dowers and 40 minuees it took the
shilp fex e

Perhapes the most chilling items are the
ceves Lhaal casne ofE e ship—aticles of ¢lath-
g worn by the survivors on that freszing
April might. There 15 a tea service angther
supvivar cartied off the ship, The notes with
the dlt.'plrl:_ﬂ answered 20me (ueRicns, Tt
left you hanglng on others. Mot a clue, lo
CEIm plr_ astowhy anvone wosld canry alea
sepvloe bt 2 Ilebnatl, Mext teo anotler dis-
play, a tableid headline screams, “Titanic
survivar Toand on lodberg:™ these [s, how-
ewed, 2 bried note peading "ot Tnee, " Just in
case yeun hadd any clobts,

AskWluimanabowt the popaalar legends—
he Il debnank some myths and veri iy others
THiere was re men cressedd s g wormarn, o
-,:I.ng.*im: ol Merer My Gad £ Theee as the ship
went cdovwn, bt pes, there was more an
e 1.'1|[_:- Closas e nufh ton Rave resdoed ov-
oo, Ask liimabout the German ship thas
thee Titanac deliberately did not coniact,

Giceseg M Whitman's village. Bul b= sure
hee's thue o who shows it fo Yo,




